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Though most religious traditions consider all time sacred, there are particular times when certain actions give greater focus to the sacred.  The religious awareness of the Jewish people is best understood through their services, feasts, and celebrations.  
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· Your main task is to research and creatively present one of the sacred times in Judaism in 5 -7 mins.   

· The assignment also includes a written component. 
· You will have 3 class periods to complete research and prepare.

PART 1 - PRESENTATION

1. Use visuals (i.e.  slideshow presentation, prezi, props, video clips…) in your presentation.
2. As a group you will include the following in your presentation:

A. Introduction and explanation of your ritual/sacred time.

B. Identify any symbols or rituals associated with your ritual/sacred time. 
C. Read a passage from the Torah that is related to your sacred time. Explain how the ritual is connected to Jewish history.
D. Enhance your presentation with food, music, video, games etc.  
Get the class involved!!!
· Be sure to divide these tasks clearly between the group members.
PART 2 – WRITTEN REFLECTION PARAGRAPH
· Each person in the group is responsible for writing one reflection paragraph in response to the following question. 

HRT3M Question:
· Why do you think rituals sometimes lose their value and become routines?
HRF3O Question:
· What ritual/sacred time is most important for your family?  Why?
· Hand in your written reflection on the day you present.

· Be sure to follow the criteria outlined for reflection paragraphs in Unit One. You are doing this part on your own.  You may submit your reflection online through the dropbox or as a hardcopy.
Research:

· Research, research, and more research!!!  There are books in the library and numerous websites out there on Judaism.  Use two or three sources to clarify information on your topic. 
· Submit a bibliography on the day you present.
· Here are a few sites that will be helpful: 

http://www.jewfaq.org/index.shtml  - Judaism 101
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/  - BBC Religion
http://www.myjewishlearning.com/  - My Jewish Learning

http://www.chabad.org/holidays/default_cdo/jewish/holidays.htm  - Chabad

http://www.beingjewish.com/yomtov/ - Being Jewish
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                B E    C R E A T I V E!
DATES TO REMEMBER:

Work Period 1 _________________

Work Period 2 _________________

Work Period 3 _________________

PRESENTATION DATES:

___________________________________________
Judaism Rituals and Sacred Times
	Ritual/Holy Day
	Group Members
	Date of Presentation



	1. Rosh Hashanah
	
	

	2. Yom Kippur
	
	

	3. Sukkot (Feast of Tabernacles)
	
	

	4. Simchat Torah 
	
	

	5. Hanukkah (Chanukah)
	
	

	6. Purim (Feast of Lots)
	
	

	7. Pesach (Passover)
	
	

	8. Shavuot (Feast of Weeks)
	
	

	9. Tish’a B’Av
	
	

	10. Shabbat (Sabbath)
	
	

	11. Bar/Bat Mitzvah
	
	


Rituals and Sacred Times Presentation Rubric

	Criteria
	Level

	Knowledge/Understanding:

Did you demonstrate a strong understanding of the ritual/sacred time?

Was your information accurate and well researched?


	             1            2             3            4

	Thinking/Inquiry

Did you creatively present your information?

Did you select valuable information to share with the class?

Were you able to answer questions from the class or from your teacher?


	             1            2             3            4

	Communication
Were you able to speak clearly and with good eye contact or did you only read the screen/paper?

Were you enthusiastic about your topic?

Was the presentation of your information organized?


	             1            2             3            4




· Each group member will be given a separate mark for their part in the presentation and their reflection.

Major holidays

Dates in bold are yom tov, so they have similar obligations and restrictions to Shabbat in the sense that normal "work" is forbidden.

	Holiday
	Dates
	Description

	Rosh Hashana
	Sep 14-15, 2015 M‑Tu
	The Jewish New Year

	Yom Kippur
	Sep 23, 2015 W
	Day of Atonement

	Sukkot
	Sep 28-29, 2015 M‑Tu
Sep 30-Oct 4, 2015 W‑Su
	Feast of Tabernacles

	Shmini Atzeret
	Oct 5, 2015 M
	Eighth Day of Assembly

	Simchat Torah
	Oct 6, 2015 Tu
	Day of Celebrating the Torah

	Chanukah
	Dec 7-14, 2015 M‑M
	The Jewish festival of rededication, also known as the Festival of Lights

	Purim
	Mar 24, 2016 Th
	Purim is one of the most joyous and fun holidays on the Jewish calendar

	Pesach
	Apr 23-24, 2016 Sa‑Su
Apr 25-28, 2016 M‑Th
Apr 29-30, 2016 F‑Sa
	Passover, the Feast of Unleavened Bread

	Shavuot
	Jun 12-13, 2016 Su‑M
	Festival of Weeks, commemorates the giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai

	Tish'a B'Av
	Aug 14, 2016 Su
	The Ninth of Av, fast commemorating the destruction of the two Temples


HRT3M/HRF3O Rubric for Written Reflection Paragraph

	
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Thinking & Inquiry
	-generates evidence with limited effectiveness
	-generates evidence with some effectiveness
	-generates evidence with considerable effectiveness
	-generates evidence with a high degree of effectiveness

	Communication
	-organizes and expresses ideas with limited effectiveness
	-organizes and expresses ideas with some effectiveness
	-organizes and expresses ideas with considerable effectiveness
	-organizes and expresses ideas with a high degree of effectiveness
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